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I hope that this letter finds you well and that you have all had a good week. It 

has continued to be a really positive start to our new school year, particularly 

now that we have all of our classes in full time and that so many parts of our 

usual working week are all up and running again. It really is like we’ve never 

been away! Our value for this half term is ‘positivity’, with a focus for the first 

few weeks on how a positive attitude can not only impact on our own mood 

and performance, but also how it can influence those around us. In assembly 

we have looked at various examples of this, including the late Dolly Parton. It 

has been our mission this week to try and share our positivity, even if that is 

with something as simple as a smile! Parents and carers, you are more than 

welcome to join in our mission with us, whether this is at drop off, pick up, or if 

you’re working (any hours, not just 9 to 5). I look forward to another positive 

week next week, with hard work, positivity and lots of smiles! 

Take care, Mr Horsfield. 

PTA meeting—25.9.26 

You will remember that we 

have been on a recruitment 

drive recently to form a new 

PTA committee to help with 

fundraising initiatives and 

events and to follow on from 

the amazing work done by the 

previous committee. I am 

pleased to say that we have had 

lots of interest, thank you to 

those of you who have put 

yourselves forward. There will 

be a meeting next week, on  

Friday 25th September at 

8.00am in school, for anyone 

interested. Please come to the 

main entrance and we will  

direct you to the meeting.  

Children of those attending the 

meeting will be allowed to 

attend Kids Kapers for the  

duration of the meeting. Please 

see class reps for more info. 

The Heads Up 

We received a letter last week with a very 

unique post mark, that of Buckingham  

Palace! Inside was a card from Queen  

Camilla, to say ‘thank you’ for a birthday card 

that the school sent her before the summer 

holidays. The children were very excited to 

receive this and it was shared in assembly on 

Friday. Thank you to last year’s School  

Council for making Queen Camilla’s birthday 

card and to Mrs Allen for helping them. I’d 

also like to thank Mrs Jenkins for organising 

this opportunity for us.  



School website 

The technical problems with our school website 

have now been sorted and you are now able to 

access all of the content. Thank you for your  

patience with this. 

Halton School website 

End of the day 

Children in Years 4, 5 and 6 are allowed to walk 
home if we have received permission from their 
parents or carers.  

If your child does not have permission to walk 
home, or if they are in Preschool to Year 3, they 
must be collected by an adult notified to us. Older 
siblings can only collect Halton pupils if they are 
16 or over.  

If there is ever a change to who is collecting your 
child, even if it’s a one-off, you must let the office 
know or else we won’t let the child leave with 
them. 

Headlice 

Please be aware that we have had cases of headlice 

this week. Please can we ask that long hair is tied 

back. A link to the NHS guidance on headlice can be 

found below: 

NHS Headlice guidance 

PE 

A reminder that children can come to school wearing their 

PE kit if their class has PE that day or if they are attending a 

sports club. The classes have PE on the following days: 

Monday: Year 1,  

Tuesday: Year 3 

Wednesday: Year 4 

Thursday: Year 6 

Friday: Bluebells, Year 2, Year 5 

Timings of the day 

Bluebells: 8.50am—3.15pm 

Years 2, 4, 6: 8.40am—3.20pm 

Years 1, 3, 5: 8.45am—3.25pm 

Please make sure that your children arrive in time for  

registration. Any child arriving after their class have gone 

into school must be signed in by their parent or carer using 

the electronic sign-in system. If any children who walk to 

school by themselves are late, we will sign them in and will 

contact parents to let them know. Any child arriving after 

their class have gone into school will be recorded as late. 

Uniform 

Our uniform can be purchased online from PL Schoolwear 

using the following link: 

PL Schoolwear Uniform Suppliers 

We also have a lot of second hand uniform in school. If 

you would like anything, please see the office and we can 

let you know what sizes we have in stock. 

Kids Kapers timings 

Kids Kapers opens at 7.30 and we will  

supervise the children until their class start times. 

Breakfast is served from 7.30-8.15. Any children 

arriving after 8.15 will not be able to have  

breakfast that day. 

We would also like to remind you that Kids Kapers 

closes at 6.00pm every day. If you are running late 

as a result of traffic etc, please call them directly 

on 01296 623635 to let them know. A late pick up 

fee will also be issued. 

https://www.halton.bucks.sch.uk
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
https://plschoolwear.co.uk/shop/aylesbury/halton-community-combined-school-and-pre-school?scrlybrkr=571e896d


History on our doorstep  

You will probably know that during the excavation work for the new 

cricket club, next to the vets, the remains of a Roman  

settlement was found. A webinar is taking place on 14th October for 

anyone interested in finding out more about it. There is no cost, simply 

book your using the details on the advert (left). 

Key dates for this term 

Tuesday 22nd September – individual and sibling photographs (day 1) 
Wednesday 23rd September – individual and sibling photographs (day 2) 
Wednesday 30th September - Phonics workshop for Rec, Y1, Y2, 9.00am 
w/c Monday 26th October – School closed for half term 
Monday 2nd November—Inset day, school closed 
Tuesday 3rd November—School and Kids Kapers reopen 
Wednesday 11th November - Remembrance assembly, 9.15am 
Thursday 12th November—Cinderella pantomime in school for all classes 
Monday 23rd November – Parent Consultation Evening, 3.50pm-7.00pm 
Wednesday 25th November – Parent Consultation Evening, 3.50pm-6.30pm 
Wednesday 9th December – Preschool and Bluebells Christmas play, 
10.00am 
Tuesday 15th December – Year 1 and Year 2 Christmas play, 2.00pm 
Wednesday 16th December – Year 1 and Year 2 Christmas play, 10.00am 
Thursday 17th December – Christmas Jumper Day 
Friday 18th December – School closes for Christmas holidays  
Monday 4th January – School and Kids Kapers reopens 

 
Still to confirm dates for KS2 Christmas Carols, Fresh Start Christmas lunch and 
any PTA events. 

Other key dates for this academic year 

w/c Monday 15th February - school closed for half term 
Monday 15th March – Parent Consultation Evening, 3.50pm-7.00pm 
Wednesday 17th March – Parent Consultation Evening, 3.50pm-6.30pm 
Friday 25th March – School closes for Easter holidays  
Tuesday 13th April—School and Kids Kapers reopen 
Thursday 29th April—Military Day 
w/c Monday 10th May - Y6 SATs Week 
Wednesday 19th May—Sports Day (EYFS, KS1 am / KS2 pm) 
Wednesday 26th-Friday 28th May—Y6 residential to Woodrow High House 
w/c Monday 31st May - School closed for half term 
Monday 7th June – School and Kids Kapers reopens 
Wednesday 9th June —Back up date for Sports Day 
Monday 28th June —Inset day, school closed 
Friday 9th July—End of year reports sent home 
Wednesday 21st July—School closes for summer holidays 

   Mrs Dawkins                  Mrs Allen 

SAFEGUARDING 

Keeping your children safe is paramount 

to us and that includes times when they 

are not in our care, for example when 

they are at home or online.  

The Designated Safeguarding Leads at 

our school are Mr Horsfield, Mrs  

Dawkins and Mrs Allen (above). We are  

always available to help you and your 

children and we can be contacted at 

any point if you have a safeguarding  

concern. 

Your concerns will always be taken  

seriously and will be treated sensitively. 

Hiring our school hall 

Our large hall is available to hire at weekends as well as evenings 

throughout the week. We can accommodate one-off events or regular 

bookings, depending on availability.  

£25 per hour  

If you would like to check for availability, or you have any further que-

ries, please contact our school office via office@haltoncc.school or 

01296 622264  

Smart watches 

A reminder that children are not to 

wear Smart watches in school. This is 

not only a school rule, but is also in line 

with government legislation as well.  

mailto:office@haltoncc.school


Help to make our school cool... 

You will know that we are in the process 

of sourcing quotes for air conditioning 

units, to mitigate the risk of any future 

extreme weather. Our Go Fund Me page 

is one way that we will be raising money 

for this project, with the QR code above 

and the link below. Thank you in  

advance for your support with this. 

Our school Go Fund Me page 

Thank you to everyone for their  

donations so far. Currently we have 

raised £100! Your support is very much 

appreciated. 

You said, we did 

Last February, we sent out our annual parent survey. As always, the  

feedback was extremely positive and we were very pleased to read a whole 

array of very lovely comments. There will always be areas which will be seen 

as development points, either by individuals or by multiple responses. Over 

the next few weeks I would like to share with you how we have responded 

to the points raised on the survey and how we have used your feedback to 

shape the way we do things here at Halton. I will also aim to address any 

misconceptions which also came up in the survey to help alleviate any  

concerns over certain aspects of school life. All of the responses have been 

collated and can be seen on our school website: 

Parent Survey 2026 

How learning is planned: 
The following comments came up on the survey in relation to the pitch of 
learning: 
“I'm concerned my children are not pushed academically. I understand that 
huge amounts of time and effort are devoted to caring for SEN children, 
which is impressive, but I worry that there isn't then time to develop bright 
children to their potential.“ 

“There is much more focus on bringing the least able students up to the  
expected level than on enabling the most able students to thrive. Both are 
important - i.e. there should be equal focus on making sure all students reach 
their potential.” 

In every year group and in every lesson, the learning is planned for very 
carefully so that all of the children are working at a level which is suitable for 
their ability. The content of the lesson is planned for in line with the age-
related expectations of the curriculum. There will be some children who are 
working beyond these expectations already and they will be challenged  
accordingly when they come to their independent learning. Likewise, there 
will be some children working below the expectations and they will have 
planned support to enable them to meet those age-related expectations or 
to meet the success criteria of the work they are completing. Therefore, we 
can confidently say that all children are pushed to achieve. As a parent  
myself, I know that children can often come home and say that the work was 
“too easy”, or that they “didn’t get any help” or often they don’t want to 
discuss their day at all. Please be reassured that all of staff are highly skilled 
at pitching the work appropriately to enable all children to achieve their 
potential. The senior leadership team conduct regular learning walks to  
observe lessons and to look at the work in books. Staff meetings are also 
used for teachers to plan together and to moderate work together, to  
ensure that there are consistencies across all year groups. 
School website: 
Over the next few weeks, we are going to be redesigning our class website 
pages so that they can be used to see the content of your child’s learning as I 
know that this was another area that was brought up in the survey. The  
“curriculum” page on the website has also been updated by Ms Bates and 
Mrs Powell to show the content of each subject for each year group, again, 
to show the progression through the school.  
Feedback on learning: 
We have moved our autumn parent consultations to the end of November 
so that teachers can discuss more accurately the attainment and targets for 
your child for this term. The spring dates are also later in the term for the 
same reason, so that you are kept up to date with attainment and targets. 
Your child’s end of year report will show their summer attainment. 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-to-make-our-school-cool?cp_src=d&scrlybrkr=571e896d
https://www.halton.bucks.sch.uk/annual-parent-survey













