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I hope that this letter finds you well and that you 

have all had a good week. In school, it continues to 

be really positive and in our assemblies we have 

been really thinking about how we can all have a 

positive impact on each other. As a result, we’ve 

really noticed how much the children are looking 

out for each other, showing kindness and making 

sure that everyone in their friendship groups and 

their classes are ok. It’s one thing to listen in  

assembly, it’s another to then act and put those 

messages into practice. Well done everybody for 

another very positive week in school. 

Mr Horsfield 

The Heads Up 

Outdoor Learning 

One of the new features for this academic year is the outdoor learning that is taking place every Friday which all 

classes will be taking part in across the school year. Run by Miss Lambie, so far Year 6 have made some giant 

board games, Year 4 have made bug hotels and Years 1 and 5 have just started their new projects too. I would like 

to say a huge thank you to everyone for their very generous donations of resources which have kitted out our  

outdoor area so well. It is also the money raised over the past few years by our PTA events which has paid for all 

of the playground renovations and the upgrade to our outdoor learning area. This is already making a real  

difference in school and I am excited to say that the work on the playground is very nearly finished. Thank you 

again for all of your support and to Miss Lambie for her planning of this very ambitious project. 

October half term 

A reminder that next Friday is the last day of this half 

term and the classes will all finish at their usual 

times. School, Preschool and Kids Kapers will all be 

closed w/c Monday 26th October and we will  

reopen on Tuesday 3rd November. 

No nuts 

Whilst this is not a new message, I would like to  

remind everyone that we have a strict ‘no nuts’  

policy for snacks and packed lunches. 



Break time snack 

All of the children in school are allowed to have a fruit or vegetable snack at break 

time. This could be a piece of fruit, a tub of berries, carrot sticks etc. Early Years and 

KS1 are provided with one however KS2 need to bring in their own. Please can we ask 

that you encourage the children to bring their tubs home as we already have quite a 

collection in school. 

Parent Survey Feedback—Homework 

A few weeks ago, I started to share some of the feedback that we received in our last parent survey and explained 
what we have done in response to that feedback. In some cases we have changed our practice, in other cases we 
can see that some further explanation may be needed to address some misconceptions.  

Homework is always a contentious topic and it is one where unfortunately we can never please everybody. For 
some there is not enough, for others too much. Some people like the homework online, others do not. Home-
work will never be used by us for new learning, it is used for consolidation and for regular practice of key skills. 

Some of the feedback regarding Seesaw: 

“Seesaw for homework is pretty poor, we don’t find it that engaging and the links to websites never work  
meaning you have to type the very long web address without making the slightest mistake. Can be quite  
frustrating.” 

“Paper homework option needs to be available too.” 

Seesaw initially was brought in during the Covid school closures and it remains our online platform should we  
ever need to close, such as last term during the heatwave. Whilst we will be keeping Seesaw for these ‘extreme’ 

occasions, we have made changes to homework 
for this year.  

Homework tasks will be set on Seesaw however 
you will not need to complete them online as 
the children have a homework book as well. 

Every week the children will have 3x tasks: 

1. Read every day 

2. Complete at least 10 minutes of 
“Numbots” (KS1) or TT Rockstars (KS2)  
All children have logins for these 

3. Practice spellings given by the teacher 

New this year, the teachers will give out a  
selection of tasks which you can choose to do if 
you wish, all linked to the class topic for that 
term. You do not have to do these however they 
are there if the children would like to find out 
more about what they have been learning. If 
they do complete one of these tasks, this will be 
in their homework book. You may wish to  
upload a photograph on to Seesaw for the class 
teacher to see. 

We are hoping that this makes homework easier 
for you and the children as well as reducing the 
amount of screen time.  
The first set of ‘extra tasks’ will be uploaded on 
to Seesaw after half term. 



Key dates for this term 

Friday 23rd October—PTA Crazy Hair Day (school uniform to be worn) 
w/c Monday 26th October – School closed for half term 
Monday 2nd November—Inset day, school closed 
Tuesday 3rd November—School and Kids Kapers reopen 
Wednesday 11th November - Remembrance assembly, 9.15am 
Thursday 12th November—Cinderella pantomime in school for all classes 
Monday 23rd November – Parent Consultation Evening, 3.50pm-7.00pm 
Wednesday 25th November – Parent Consultation Evening, 3.50pm-6.30pm 
Wednesday 9th December – Preschool and Bluebells Christmas play, 
10.00am 
Wednesday 9th December – Fresh Start ‘Christmas Lunch’ 
Tuesday 15th December – Year 1 and Year 2 Christmas play, 2.00pm 
Wednesday 16th December – Year 1 and Year 2 Christmas play, 10.00am 
                                                      KS2 Carol Service at St George’s Church, 2.00pm 
Thursday 17th December – Christmas Jumper Day 
                                                  PTA Christmas Disco, 6.00pm 
Friday 18th December – School closes for Christmas holidays  
Monday 4th January – School and Kids Kapers reopens 

 

Other key dates for this academic year 

w/c Monday 15th February - school closed for half term 
Monday 15th March – Parent Consultation Evening, 3.50pm-7.00pm 
Wednesday 17th March – Parent Consultation Evening, 3.50pm-6.30pm 
Friday 25th March – School closes for Easter holidays  
Tuesday 13th April—School and Kids Kapers reopen 
Thursday 29th April—Military Day 
w/c Monday 10th May - Y6 SATs Week 
Wednesday 19th May—Sports Day (EYFS, KS1 am / KS2 pm) 
Wednesday 26th-Friday 28th May—Y6 residential to Woodrow High House 
w/c Monday 31st May - School closed for half term 
Monday 7th June – School and Kids Kapers reopens 
Wednesday 9th June —Back up date for Sports Day 
Monday 28th June —Inset day, school closed 
Friday 9th July—End of year reports sent home 
Wednesday 21st July—School closes for summer holidays 

   Mrs Dawkins                  Mrs Allen 

SAFEGUARDING 

Keeping your children safe is paramount 

to us and that includes times when they 

are not in our care, for example when 

they are at home or online.  

The Designated Safeguarding Leads at 

our school are Mr Horsfield, Mrs  

Dawkins and Mrs Allen (above). We are  

always available to help you and your 

children and we can be contacted at 

any point if you have a safeguarding  

concern. 

Your concerns will always be taken  

seriously and will be treated sensitively. 

Help to make our school cool... 

You will know that we are in the process of sourcing quotes for air conditioning 

units, to mitigate the risk of any future extreme weather. Our Go Fund Me page 

is one way that we will be raising money for this project, with the QR code 

above and the link below. Thank you in advance for your support with this. 

Our school Go Fund Me page 

Thank you to everyone for their donations so far. Currently we have raised 

£175! Your support is very much appreciated. 

Who to contact 

We are a very open school and we welcome parents to come and talk 
to us, particularly if you may be concerned about something. Who you 
speak to is really important and on p4 I have reattached a guide so 
that you can see who is the best person to contact depending on your  
query. Your child’s teacher would usually be your first point of contact 
and they can direct you to other staff if necessary. 

Internet safety—parental controls 

Get step-by-step guidance and instant 

help setting up parental controls for 

your family’s devices by clicking on the 

following link from Internet Matters, a 

brilliant website with lots of advice on a 

wide range of different topics related 

to internet safety. 

Parental Controls guide 

If you have any queries regarding  

Internet Safety then do get in touch. 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-to-make-our-school-cool?cp_src=d&scrlybrkr=571e896d
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/






Please do go and see this amazing play! Starring Max from Year 5 and Mrs  Clayman. Tickets available now! 






